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CONFERENCE ON HIDDEN DISABILITIES
IS FRIDAY, APRIL 18, IN MISSOULA
MISSOULA--

The University of Montana in Missoula will cosponsor the "Western Montana Conference
on Hidden Disabilities" Friday, April 18, at the Holiday Inn, Missoula, to inform teachers,
parents, children and the general public about diabetes, epilepsy, cardiovascular diseases
and other diseases among preschool youngsters and elementary and high school students.
The one-day conference is open to the public without charge.
8 a.m. April 18.

Registration will be at

Dr. J. Francis Rummel, dean of the UM School of Education, who is

program chairman, will present the conference introduction at 8:30 a.m.
The program will be divided into four one-hour sessions.
the following:

Each session will deal with

(1)--The identification and symptoms of a hidden disability; (2)--what

teachers and parents can and should do about it; (3)--the availability of resources such
as educational, medical, social services and habilitative assistance.
Topics, times and keynote speakers at various sessions during the day will include:
"Diabetes," 9 a.m., Sandra Greene, a registered nurse who is director of the Diabetes
Education Program (DEP), and Patricia Boyd, a registered dietitian at St. Patrick Hospital,
Missoula; "Epilepsy," 10:30 a.m., Michael M. McCarthy, a UM student, who is president of
the Western Montana Epilepsy Association (WMEA), a cosponsor of the conference; and
"Other Health Aspects," including heart problems, 1 p.m., Dr. Warren E. Thamarus, who is
a pediatrician at Western Montana Clinic (WMC), Missoula, and Dr. George H. Reed, who is
a cardiologist at the clinic.
A panel discussion, which will include time for questions and answers, is scheduled
for 2:30p.m. April 18.
Other conference cosponsors besides UM and the \~EA are: the DEP; WMC; St. Patrick
Hospital; Missoula County Health Department; Regional Services to the Handicapped; Mont~:
Diabetes Association, and Missoula public schools.
###

